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Opinion

All your questions about the pandemic, answered. Sort of.

By Dave Eggers
Mr. Eggers is a novelist and journalist.

May 3, 2020

The People (P): What is happening?

Answer (A): A virus has come.

P: Is it dangerous?

A: Very dangerous. But not dangerous to most. It strikes the

elderly most viciously. But it can kill the middle-aged, the young,

the thin, the healthy.

P: What should we do?

A: Stay away from others. Stay inside.

P: And then we won’t get the virus?

A: Absolutely you will get it. Everyone will get it.

P: Wait. No one told us this. They’re telling us to stay inside and we

won’t get it.

A: Well, I’m telling you now. Almost everyone will get it. Seventy

percent of you, give or take. Think about it. It’s everywhere, and

there’s no vaccine. But we want everyone to get it at different

times. Like on a schedule of getting it. At least five million people

already have it in the United States.

P: Wait. Five million? Everyone says one million.

A: That’s the known, confirmed cases. We just started testing in

earnest like, an hour ago. For every case we know, there’s five, 10,

50 that we don’t know. Maybe they got it and were asymptomatic.

Maybe they got sick but not sick enough to go the hospital or get

tested. Five million is an extremely low estimate of how many

cases there are. It’s probably more like 20 million.
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P: Twenty?

A: That’s good news! In a way. That means it’s less deadly to most

people than we thought. And it proves the inevitability of you

getting it yourself. So stay inside till it’s your turn to get it.

P: How long should we stay inside?

A: I’m thinking two months. No, three. Six? No, 12. Yes, 12!

P: Then it will be gone?

A: The virus? Lord no. It could be 18 months till we get a vaccine.

But by then you’ll have already gotten it, so the date doesn’t really

matter. Especially given that the virus will come back double-

strong in the fall.

P: So it’s less potent in the summer?

A: Absolutely not. Who told you that?

P: You just said it’ll come back stronger in the fall. Which implies

its power is dissipated in the summer.

A: Are you a doctor? No? Good. Then pay attention. The virus is

everywhere, in every city and state, but we’re flattening the curve.

Then it’ll very likely come back with a vengeance in the fall.

Winter, too. Also, in the meantime, it’ll be with us all summer with

probably no change in its potency. Capiche?
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P: No one’s giving us this information.

A: Well, you know how we’re stretching out the cases over a longer

period of time? Flattening the curve? We’re also flattening the

truth. So just stay inside, and you’ll be fine. Order stuff online.

Support your local restaurant.

P: Whew. OK. We can do that.

A: But do so knowing that you are putting the lives of everyone at

risk — the cooks, the clerks, the delivery people. I’m actually a bit

shocked by your selfishness and the cavalier way you’re sacrificing

the lives of people who have no choice but to expose themselves to

grave danger during a pandemic.

P: It sounds like you’re saying we shouldn’t order stuff to be

delivered.

A: You shouldn’t. Unless you want local businesses to die.

P: So we should support local businesses …

A: Absolutely. While risking their workers’ lives. Yes. Order food,

eat it, watch the news about the pandemic that can’t be stopped.

Get plenty of sleep, and start smoking. Turns out smokers are less

likely to get sick. Which only makes sense! So remember to

exercise. Go for a run!

P: Where should we go for a run?

A: Ideally some place where you can spread out, where you aren’t

in close proximity to other people.

P: Like the beach? A park?

A: Sure. Beaches and parks are wide-open spaces. They’re about

as safe as you can be.

P: We just went to the beach and the park. There were hundreds of

other people there.

A: You went to the beach? The park? What were you thinking?

There are hundreds of people there! Go home. Be with your kids.

Do you have kids?
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P: Yes.

A: Well, make sure they keep up with school. Keep up with their

worksheets and Zoom, and check their work, and keep them off

screens, and go outside, and don’t worry about school. It’s a

pandemic, after all.

P: Um. Many of the things you just said sound contradictory.

A: Not at all. I’ll rephrase: Your kids are living through a crisis. It’s

all right if they feel anxious, or if you can’t maintain routines or

keep up with regular school schedules. Just make sure they don’t

fall behind, and remember that kids thrive on routine. So stick to a

schedule, but give them space, and stay inside, and go outside, and

use technology to connect with teachers and friends, and limit

screen time.

P: Wait. So …

A: But enjoy some downtime together! Relax and watch a movie.

Cook some food! Just don’t go to the stores, because that’s

dangerous to everyone. Order in! But don’t. Stay home. Move to

the country. And stay in the city. If you get sick, go to the hospital.

But don’t get too sick, because you wouldn’t want to be going to one

of those hospitals now! They’re full of sick people!

P: When did you say this would all end again?

A: Eighteen months. That said, the soonest we’ve ever come up

with a vaccine was four years.

P: But everyone’s talking about reopening stores and everything

now. How does that square with 18 months?

A: That’s easy. People will die.

P: Wait. What?

A: Oh sure. So many more. Oceans of people. Even just 1,500 a day

for eighteen months means 800,000 in the U.S. alone will die from

this virus. That’s what the Minnesota scientist says. Osterholm.

He’s one of the foremost experts in the world. He’s been right every

step of the way so far.

P: What? 800,000?

A: That’s if things stay more or less steady. It could be higher,

much higher. With the easing of restrictions and all.
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P: But isn’t the rate of death declining?

A: Friday was one of the deadliest days yet! And that’s after

everyone’s been inside for a month. Once everyone goes back to

work, it’ll probably go up significantly. Total blood bath.

P: So why are we easing restrictions?

A: Something something the economy?

P: Excuse me?

A: Mumble mumble the economy maybe?

P: We don’t understand.

A: Listen. People are fatigued. They want to go back to work. They

want to shop. More than anything, they want to roll balls toward

white pins and make loud bang-bang sound. And then possibly end

up with a tube inserted in their trachea, helping them breathe

while their lungs cease to function, until they almost invariably die

and die alone.

P: Why don’t we just freeze the economy? Just close most

businesses and have the government give everyone a living wage

while we wait until there’s a vaccine?

A: Hmm. First of all, ridiculous. Second, that would take significant

coordination between local, state and federal governments.

P: Can we do that?

A: Well. I don’t know … I mean … OK. For starters, we’d need

superadvanced ways to coordinate everyone. We’d certainly need

phones. Maybe email. We might even need spreadsheets and/or

computers.

P: Do we have all those things?

A: I think we … might? But there are still so many questions. Like,

how would we know who to give money to? We’d have to have a

national database with all the salaries of all the nation’s workers.
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P: Don’t we have that? Seems like we could get that.

A: Here’s another plan: We promise money to pretty much every

person and every business. We give this money to maybe half the

people, and to a very small percentage of businesses. We let big

banks control most of this money meant for small businesses, and

the big banks can funnel it to their biggest clients.

P: That sounds terrible.

A: Those big banks sure know how to handle cash!

P: It seems it would just be easier to give people the exact salaries

they had before they lost their jobs to one of the deadliest viruses

in 100 years. Just freeze everything. Just mutually agree to pause,

together, so we don’t have to lose 730,000 more souls.

A: First of all: boring. Where’s the intrigue? The drama? With our

system, you have wave after wave of unemployment, with no end

in sight. Every week brings something new: business closures,

bankruptcies and ruptures of the supply chain — a never-ending,

cascading, domino-orgy of lost savings, empty storefronts and

shattered dreams. That’s much more exciting than some boring old

guaranteed income that would allow everyone to simply ride out

the pandemic knowing their jobs and businesses would be there

when the virus was defeated.

P: So there’s no plan.

A: Having no plan is the plan! Haven’t you been listening? Plans

are for commies and the Danish. Here we do it fast and loose and

dumb and wrong, and occasionally we have a man who

manufactures pillows come to the White House to show the

president encouraging texts. It all works! Eighteen months,

800,000 deaths, no plan, states bidding against states for medicine

and equipment, you’re on your own, plans are lame.

P: I’m going to lie down. I don’t feel good.

A: Should we sing a patriotic song? I feel like our forebears would

be so proud of us now. It’s just like how we all pulled together in

World War II, every element of society, from the White House to

Rosie the Riveter, with common purpose and shared sacrifice. This

is just like that, except instead of coordination, we have

competition, and instead of common cause, we have acrimony and

chaos. Instead of fireside chats, F.D.R. and Churchill, we have

tweets, Lysol and Ron DeSantis. Other than that, it’s exactly the

same.

Dave Eggers is the founder of McSweeney’s and the author of “The Captain and the
Glory,” among other books.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We’d like to hear
what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here’s our email:
letters@nytimes.com.

Follow The New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Twitter (@NYTopinion) and
Instagram.

Editors’ Picks

Jerry Seinfeld Is
Making Peace With
Nothing: He’s ‘Post-
Show Business’

Who Is Really
Running the
Government?

‘He Continued to
Stand With His
Back to Me While I
Awaited His
Attention’

PAID POST: ROTHY'S
Sustainability Is the
New Luxury

More in Opinion

Max Whittaker for The New York Times

Elizabeth Bruenig
Democrats, It’s Time to Consider a
Plan B
May 3

Desiree Rios for The New York Times

David Brooks
Why the Trump Ploy Stopped
Working
May 1

PAID POST: ROTHY'S

We Asked 5 Style Leaders to Define
What Luxury Means to Them

Johannes Eisele/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

Paul Krugman
Crashing Economy, Rising Stocks:
What’s Going On?
April 30

Cheryl Senter/Associated Press

Bret Stephens
Joe Biden and the Presumption of
Innocence
May 1

Alex Wong/Getty Images

Frank Bruni
They Didn’t Drink the Bleach, but
They’re Still Drinking the Kool-Aid
April 29

Editors’ Picks

The New York Times

VIDEO

I Watched These Pandas Have Sex.
I’ve Never Been So Happy.
May 1

Illustration by Jules Julien

Stephen King Has an Idea for the
Story Joe Biden Could Be Telling
May 2

Chad Batka for The New York Times

Bollywood Reels From Deaths of 2
Stars in 2 Days
April 30

Most Popular

Opinion: She Predicted the
Coronavirus. What Does She Foresee
Next?

Opinion: Democrats, It’s Time to
Consider a Plan B

Opinion: What Joe Biden Needs to Do
to Beat Trump

Antivaccination Activists Are Growing
Force at Virus Protests

3 Hospital Workers Gave Out Masks.
Weeks Later, They All Were Dead.

What Does Modern Love Mean in a
Pandemic?

Sam Lloyd, ‘Scrubs’ Actor, Dies at 56

Masks Become a Flash Point in the
Virus Culture Wars

Murder Hornets vs. Honeybees: A
Swarm of Bees Can Cook Invaders Alive

Opinion: Republicans, Who Do You
Think Is Bailing Out Your State?

ADVERTISEMENT

Flattening the Truth on Coronavirus

A customer reading a notice before entering Kilroy’s Haircutters, on Friday, in Brunswick, Maine, where
barbershops and some other businesses have been allowed to reopen under strict guidelines to help
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. Robert F. Bukaty/Associated Press

PLAY THE CROSSWORD AccountOPINION | Flattening the Truth on Coronavirus

https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://www.nytco.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015385887-Contact-Us
https://www.nytco.com/careers/
https://nytmediakit.com/
http://www.tbrandstudio.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014892108-Privacy-policy
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014892108-Privacy-policy
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893968-Terms-of-sale
https://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription?campaignId=37WXW
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=9869919170&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dfb-share&name=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dtw-share&text=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus
mailto:?subject=NYTimes.com%3A%20Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&body=From%20The%20New%20York%20Times%3A%0A%0AFlattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus%0A%0AAll%20your%20questions%20about%20the%20pandemic%2C%20answered.%20Sort%20of.%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dem-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/arts/television/jerry-seinfeld-netflix.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=691283895&imp_id=918792065&action=click&module=editorContent&pgtype=Article&region=CompanionColumn&contentCollection=Trending
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/21/books/review/in-deep-david-rohde.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=881386374&imp_id=976577280&action=click&module=editorContent&pgtype=Article&region=CompanionColumn&contentCollection=Trending
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/26/nyregion/metropolitan-diary.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=183378066&imp_id=585090584&action=click&module=editorContent&pgtype=Article&region=CompanionColumn&contentCollection=Trending
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=9869919170&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dfb-share&name=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dtw-share&text=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus
mailto:?subject=NYTimes.com%3A%20Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&body=From%20The%20New%20York%20Times%3A%0A%0AFlattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus%0A%0AAll%20your%20questions%20about%20the%20pandemic%2C%20answered.%20Sort%20of.%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dem-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=292630173&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=292630173&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=292630173&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-unity.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=464109293&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-unity.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=464109293&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-unity.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=464109293&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/economy-stock-market-coronavirus.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=828611447&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/economy-stock-market-coronavirus.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=828611447&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/opinion/economy-stock-market-coronavirus.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=828611447&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=355684409&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=355684409&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=355684409&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/opinion/republicans-trump-bleach.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=795009764&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/opinion/republicans-trump-bleach.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=795009764&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/opinion/republicans-trump-bleach.html?algo=combo_als_clicks_decay_6_80_ranks&fellback=false&imp_id=795009764&action=click&module=moreIn&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&action=click&module=MoreInSection&pgtype=Article&region=Footer&contentCollection=Opinion
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/100000007097078/wildlife-animal-videos-coronavirus-quarantine.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=107120885&imp_id=701747563&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/video/arts/100000007097078/wildlife-animal-videos-coronavirus-quarantine.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=107120885&imp_id=701747563&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/27/magazine/stephen-king-interview.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=599442328&imp_id=656583438&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/27/magazine/stephen-king-interview.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=599442328&imp_id=656583438&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/world/asia/rishi-kapoor-irrfan-khan-bollywood.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=982567727&imp_id=241044586&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/30/world/asia/rishi-kapoor-irrfan-khan-bollywood.html?algo=bandit-story_desk_filter&fellback=false&imp_id=982567727&imp_id=241044586&action=click&module=editorsPicks&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/02/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-prediction-laurie-garrett.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=173699616&imp_id=225751495&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/joe-biden-tara-reade.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=871769666&imp_id=839215234&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/opinion/axelrod-plouffe-joe-biden.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=793908197&imp_id=786146553&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/02/us/anti-vaxxers-coronavirus-protests.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=481479174&imp_id=561080992&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/nyregion/coronavirus-ny-hospital-workers.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=703064132&imp_id=368129498&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/reader-center/modern-love-coronavirus.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=8056619&imp_id=11551904&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/02/arts/television/sam-lloyd-dead.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=66174828&imp_id=713462684&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/us/coronavirus-masks-protests.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=710648026&imp_id=452440176&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/us/murder-hornets-asian-giant-hornet-bees.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=741956984&imp_id=82493528&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/27/opinion/coronavirus-state-budgets.html?algo=top_conversion&fellback=false&imp_id=156173752&imp_id=479848630&action=click&module=trending&pgtype=Article&region=Footer
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/games/lp8J6KQ?campaignId=6F88R
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=9869919170&link=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dfb-share&name=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dtw-share&text=Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus
mailto:?subject=NYTimes.com%3A%20Flattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus&body=From%20The%20New%20York%20Times%3A%0A%0AFlattening%20the%20Truth%20on%20Coronavirus%0A%0AAll%20your%20questions%20about%20the%20pandemic%2C%20answered.%20Sort%20of.%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2F2020%2F05%2F03%2Fopinion%2Fdave-eggers-coronavirus-questions.html%3Fsmid%3Dem-share

